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About the President’s Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology

President Clinton established the President’s Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology
(PCAST) by Executive Order 12882 at the same time that he established the National Science and
Technology Council (NSTC). The PCAST serves as the highest level private sector science and
technology advisory group for the President and the NSTC. The Committee members are
distinguished individuals appointed by the President, and are drawn from industry, education and
research institutions, and other non-governmental organizations. The Assistant to the President
for Science and Technology co-chairs the Committee with a private sector member selected by
the President.

The formal link between the PCAST and the NSTC ensures that national needs remain an
overarching guide for the NSTC. The PCAST provides feedback about Federal programs and
actively advises the NSTC about science and technology issues of national importance.

Gene Carl Feldman, NASA, created the cover from a Mosaic satellite image
“The Earth at Night” (© 1985) compiled by W.T. Sullivan, III, University of
Washington, from satellite photographs made by the Defense Meteorological
Satellite Program of the U.S. Air Force.  Feldman converted the original black
and white photograph from a Mercator Projection of the Earth into two
orthographic projections.  The lights depict sources of CO2 emissions: lights of
cities; forest and agricultural fires; and natural gas flares.  These also suggest
the global importance of energy, the focus of this study.
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