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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
MATIOMAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL

WASHINGTOM, D.C. 20602

January 2001

Dear Colleague:

The attached report provides a rationale and interagency plan for the Microbe Project, a
coordinated Federal effort in microbial genomics. While it is clear that microbial genomics
research offers unprecedented opportunities, a 1999 inventory of Federal programs showed that
there are major areas of research as yet untouched that would increase our understanding of the
broader microbial world, its diversity, and its potential applications. The National Science and
Technology Council, Committee on Science, Subcommittee on Biotechnology's Microbe Project
Interagency Working Group was charged with developing a coordinated plan to address
research, infrastructure and human resource gaps, which is described within. Implementation of
this plan will greatly advance discoveries based on microbial genomics research, leading to
exciting new opportunities in the basic sciences, biotechnology, agriculture, human health,
energy, and the environment. The private sector and international community are moving
forward aggressively in this area; a vigorous public sector program will help support these efforts
and ensure that microbial genomic data and resources are open and accessible to all scientists.
This is essential to promote future scientific breakthroughs and new practical applications.

We thank the Interagency Working Group and the many individuals who contributed to
the development of this report. The Microbe Project will contribute to the scientific enterprise
that provides a high quality of life for us and for future generations.

Sincerely,
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