June 17, 2009

Office of Science and Technology Policy

725 17th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20502

Attn: Open Government Recommendations

The American Physical Society is a professional organization that represents more than 47,000 physicists in academia, industry and national laboratories.  As its president, I strongly support the principle of transparency and openness in government as an essential ingredient of democracy.  I urge the Administration to exercise caution, however, in extending the principle of transparency to non-peer-reviewed scientific data obtained in the course of research conducted with federal funds.

Scientific research is a complex endeavor in which preliminary data and findings may be seriously flawed or incomplete.  The peer-review system provides a vetting mechanism that is intended to prevent such errors or omissions from entering the public domain.  Providing unfettered public access to flawed or incomplete data would undermine the purpose of peer review, potentially damage the integrity of science and significantly weaken public confidence in the research enterprise.

To ensure the integrity of the science enterprise that has served the nation so well for many years, I believe the federal government should refrain from extending transparency regulations to scientific databases that have not undergone rigorous peer review.

Very truly yours,

Cherry Murray

President, American Physical Society
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